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Y A B T 
The Young Americas Business Trust (YABT) promotes the goals of the Or-
ganization of American States (OAS) and the Summits of the Americas and 
elsewhere by promoting and implementing entrepreneurship programs as 
a means to fight poverty by creating job opportunities for young people. 

LǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΗ 
Suggest a new title of YABT newsletter to   

ahram.kwon@myybiz.net 
There will be a reward for the chosen one!  
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LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ά¢L/ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎέ hǇŜƴŜŘ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мΣ ŀǘ 
www.ticamericas.net  

Young entrepreneurs under age thirty-six can register their team in the 2010 Talent and Innova-
tion Competition of the Americas (TIC Americas), the Young Americas Business Trust (YABT) has 
announced. 

ά¢L/ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎ нлмлΣ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ƴŜǿ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
people in the Americas, and in Peru where the Finals will be held, to create and grow their busi-
ness idea.  New award categories in the field of natural resources and the environment are espe-
Ŏƛŀƭƭȅ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎΣέ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ wƻȅ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎǎƻƴΣ /9h ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ¢ǊǳǎǘΦ 

IŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ άLƴ нлмлΣ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ƛƴ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ƻǊ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻπ
ple to benefit from the experience of participating in ς and winning - ŀ ¢L/ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŘέΦ  
Teams who participated in previous years reported that TIC Americas was a boost to starting their 
business and later positively influenced their access to markets. 

YABT especially encourages young Peruvians to take advantage of the international competition 
as well as the national events that will be held in Lima from May 30 through June 4, 2010.  
άtŜǊǳǾƛŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊƛŀƭ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ¢L/ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎ ƻŦŦŜǊǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

TIC Americas presents awards as an international business competition and accelerator for young 
entrepreneurs with training and networking opportunities before and after the competition. TIC 
Americas winners are also offered the opportunity to participate in the Global TIC.   

Companies doing business in the Americas can also reach enterprising young people through TIC 
Americas by sponsoring local teams and the regional events.  A new partnership with TIC Ameri-
cas by a leading global company will be announced later. 

The official rules of the competition are posted on the webpage www.ticamericas.net. 

 

Organized by:       In cooperation with 

LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ά¢L/ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎ нлмлέ  
Opened Registration October 1,  

at www.ticamericas.net  
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Interview with Celbit: Social Entrepreneurship 

Award TIC Americas 2009 

We started looking for the 
ǳƴǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǘȅέΣ 
explained Francisco Mar-
tinez, 28, CEO of Celbit, a 
company that develops 
technologies that meas-
ure body parameters and 
warn the patient when 
something goes wrong. 
¢ƘŜ ά9ƭŜŎǘǊƻŘƻŎǘƻǊέΣ ŀǎ 

this device is called, won 
the Social Entrepreneur-

ship award in TIC Americas 2009.  

Francisco explained that more than 17 million people die worldwide 
ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎΦ ά¢ƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭπ
ƛȊŜ ƛǘέΣ ǎŀƛŘ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻΦ  

That is how he came up with the Electrodoctor, a device that meas-
ǳǊŜǎ ōƻŘȅ ǇŀǊŀƳŜǘŜǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΣ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜΣ ǇǳƭǎŜΣ ŜǘŎΦ άLǎ ŀ 
portable box the size of a cellphone. The idea is that every person can 
measure those parameters from their home, which also prevents con-
ƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎέΣ ŀŘŘŜŘ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻΦ   

The idea of Celbit is to generate a second version of the Electrodoctor 
that can be included in clothes and that would be made with flexible 
sensors so people can use it at any moment, even while working out.  

Celbit is currently developing the prototype for the Electrodoctor and 
trying to register the idea. In addition to that, they are taking advan-
tage of the contacts they made in TIC Amercas: Celbit is considering 
working with Martaca Enterprises, a company that developed a body 
cooling device and that also participated in TIC Americas.  

 

Celbit 

www.celulasybits.com 

info@celulasybits.com 

57-8900329 

Cll. 100B No. 33039 Enea,  

Manizales, Colombia 

The Celbit team: Fernando Martinez, Gloria 
Cardona, and Francisco Martinez 

Frequently Asked Questions  
 
мΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƴƻǊ 
business background. What should I do?  
5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 
ƛŘŜŀΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 
BOOT Camp and mentoring opportuni-
ties are available to guide you to de-
velop your business idea! Online courses 
are available, too.  For more information, 
visit www. ticamericas. net!  
 
2. I merely speak English. Can I partici-
pate?  
Yes, you can! This year, you can partici-
pate in the online phase of the competi-
tion either in Spanish or English! But 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ 
as a finalist, you must present a copy of 
your business plan in both Spanish and 
English. The live presentation to the 
judges must be done in English. For 
more information, please refer to sec-
tions III and VIIII of the Rules and Terms 
of Reference of TIC Americas 2010.  
 
3. Can I take a look at business plans 
from previous winners or finalists? I 
would like some guidance! 
Sorry, business plans are highly confi-
dential. But there is a Business Plan Out-
line to guide you in the content and for-
mat of your Business Plan, please refer 
to section XIII in the Rules and Terms of 
Reference. Please consider that all Busi-
ness Plans must follow the template 
provided by YABT. 
 
4. What are the TIC Americas & PepsiCo 
Eco-Challenge Awards? I have partici-
pated in TIC Americas previously and my 
team won an award. Can I compete for 
this prize? 
Yes, unlike other awards, these Awards 
are open for previous winners, too! 
There are two Awards: 
Water Awareness Video Game: Develop-
ment of a downloadable videogame 
aimed at creating awareness about wa-
ter scarcity, promoting water conserva-
tion and a sustainable use of natural 
resources. 
Solution for Safe Drinking Water: Devel-
opment of an innovative and viable solu-
tion to provide safe drinking water to 
communities with poor or lack of water 
resources.  
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Three companies that won the TIC Americas Competi-
tion were chosen to participate in the 4th Edition of the 
Latinnovators Venture Forum, a program that connects 
new business enterprises from Latin America with busi-
ness contacts from the United States and that took place 
in Miami on July 30th.  
 
The companies that were selected as the most innova-
tive in Latin America to participate in the Forum were 
Duto S.A., from Colombia; Alsec, also from Colombia; 
and Unima, from Mexico. 
 
Duto S.A. won the Social Entrepreneurship Award in TIC 
Americas 2007 for the development of Iris, a device 
which enables visually impaired children to see colors 
and shapes of educational material through a code sys-
tem that can be interpreted with their hands. In 2008 
they also were awarded with the TIC Americas Young 
Entrepreneur Superstar Award. 
 
Alsec S.A. is a technology-based company that produces 
innovative raw materials and offers drying services for 
the food industry. The company produces powder fla-
vored eggs, powder honey, wine and vinegar, sliced or 
granulated fruit, among other products. The company 
won the New Markets award in TIC Americas 2008. 
 
Unima Integral Biosecurity is a company specialized in 
the development of biotechnological products for the 
control of diseases, using the natural defense system of 
plants, animals, and bacteria. The company won the 
Business Process award TIC Americas 2007.  
 
The Latinnovators Venture Forum is a program for the 
whole continent that connects the most innovative en-
terprises from Latin America with business contacts 
from the United States. It was created by Octantis, a 
business accelerator from the Universidad Adolfo Ibañez, 
in Chile.  
 

The agenda of the Latinnovators Forum included meet-
ings with investors, potential partners, and other impor-
ǘŀƴǘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ¸!.¢Ωǎ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
the three enterprises were able to participate in the 
Gold Coast Venture Capital Forum in Boca Raton and 
received technical assistance. YABT also connected the 
enterprises with important partners. Duto is currently 
having conversations with Microsoft and Alsec will have 
the opportunity to meet with Pepsi next October, which 
proves the important role of YABT as a connector and 
the quality of its networking capacities. 
 
The Talent and Innovation Competition of the Americas 
(TIC Americas) presents annual awards in an interna-
tional business competition and works as an accelerator 
for young entrepreneurs. TIC Americas goes beyond 
business plans to incorporate extended training, men-
toring, product testing and global networking opportuni-
ties. For further information go to  
http://www.ticamericas.net/  
 
 

For further information please contact  
Yeruti Mendez ς Director, Training and Technology ς YABT 

E-mail: ymendez@oas.org / Phone: +1 (202) 458 3512 

Members of Duto, Unima, and Alsec  
with representatives of YABT & Octantis 
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The Executive Secretariat for Integral Development 
(SEDI, for its name in Spanish) launched Capacinet, a 
project of online training in democracy and governabil-
ity that is financed by the Canada Government through 
the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). 
At this moment YABT has five scholarships to grant 
among its entrepreneurs, who could have access to 
these courses for free. The scholarships are aimed to 
young political leaders and entrepreneurs who are in-
terested in the design and/or implementation of ade-
quate strategies, and that are also willing to contribute 
to the improvement of the democratic governability. It 
is also aimed to students that are interested in sharing 
learning spaces with public managers and directors of 
public organizations.  
Some of the courses offered by the SEDI are: E-
Government, E-Congress and Legislative Modernization, 
Creation of Strategies for the participation in elections, 
Strategies for the promotion of Transparency and In-
tegrity, Control of Corruption, among others. With this 
initiative the OAS expects to strengthen the democratic 
values and the development of knowledge and skills of 
the young people of the Americas, which are essential 
to ensure their effective participation in the political, 
economical, and social arenas.  

 

For further information please contact   
Carlos Mario Lopez  Program Manager YABT 

cmlopez@oas.org /  +1 (202) 458 3290 

During June and July the YABT organized seven 
workshops through the Nex Links Project along 
Latin America and the Caribbean training more 
than 180 young entrepreneurs in two months in 
seven different countries. In many cases, the par-
ticipants agreed to replicate the methodology and 
teach more entrepreneurs, thus expanding the 
training trough the hemisphere. All the workshops 
were the result of a coordinated effort between 
YABT, local organizations and the Golda Meir 
Mount Carmel International Training Center 
(MCTC) of Haifa, Israel. Nex Links is a one-stop 
shop that serves as a focal point for learning and 
networking. The Project focuses in young people 
ages 15τ35 that are unemployed or underem-
ployed but have a viable business idea and need 
more skills to thrive in their enterprises. The work-
shops use the Business Labs methodology, an in-
tensive hands-on course which uses the learning 
by doing methodology.  

Nex Links is financially supported by a Special Mul-
tilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for 
Integral Development (FEMCIDI) of Organization of 
American States. 

 

Nex Links Workshops:  
Training Young Entrepreneurs as a Way to 

Combat Poverty and Unemployment 

Nicaragua 
¸!.¢ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ά¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜπ
neurs in the creation of Small Businesses Development 
/ŜƴǘŜǊǎέ ƛƴ aŀƴŀƎǳŀΣ bƛŎŀǊŀƎǳŀΣ ŦǊƻƳ Wǳƭȅ моǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
17th. Thirty five young female entrepreneurs were 
trained with the help of the Asociacion Emprendedores 
Juveniles de Nicaragua, ascribed to the Instituto Nica-
ragüense de Desarrollo (INDE). 
For further information please contact Ana Carolina Al-
faro, program coordinator, Asociacion Emprendedores 
Juveniles de Nicaragua, to ejn@cablenet.com.ni, + 505 
2270 9340, or Valerie Lorena at YABT, vlorena@oas.org, 
+ 1 202 458 6442 
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Guatemala 
 
The workshop "Young Entrepreneurship in Business" 
took place in Guatemala city from July 6th to the 10th of 
2009 and trained 30 young Guatemalan providing them 
with business skills.  
The workshop was a coordinated activity between YABT 
and local organizations like Vital Voices Guatemala and 
hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀŎƛƻƴ YŀōΩŀǿƛƭΦ  
For further information contact Leticia Teleguario 
lteleguario@gmail.com / +502 5312 2365 or Valerie Lo-
rena τYABT, vlorena@oas.org, + 1 202 458 6442. 

Haiti 

 

The YABT Haiti hosted a workshop at Port-au-Prince with 
the collaboration of the Chambre Franco Haitienne de 
/ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ Ŝǘ ŘΩLƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜ ό/CI/LύΦ ¢ƘƛǊǘȅ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜπ
neurs were trained acquiring new business skills from 
July 20th to 24th, 2009.  
For further information contact Richard Mears 
rich.mears@crossworld.org / 215-355-2746, 011-509-
3732-9521 or Brett LashleyτYABT, blashley@oas.org, + 1 
202-458-3290 

St. Kitts and Nevis 
¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ά¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜπ
ƴŜǳǊǎέ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŦǊƻƳ WǳƴŜ ннƴŘ ǘƻ WǳƴŜ нсǘƘΣ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
12 young entrepreneurs. The workshop was conducted 
by the YABT in cooperation with the Outreach Founda-
tion. Three successful small businesses were created: 
two of them were food manufacturing companies and 
the other was a souvenir company. The closing cere-
mony was in charge of Dr. Izben Williams, St. Kitts and 
Nevis' Ambassador to the United States of America   
For further information contact Cherrilyn Crawford, 
cfwcrawford@yahoo.com,  
869-764-9423, or Brett Lashley ς YABT, blash-
ley@oas.org, (202) 458-3107 


