
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Talent and Innovation Competition of the Americas 2008 closes registrations with 
over 850 teams 

 
TIC Americas, an international business plan competition and business accelerator for young 
entrepreneurs, closed registrations on March 1st, 2008 with over 850 teams involving at least 
2500 young entrepreneurs from the Americas. 

Call for volunteer judges for the Talent and Innovation Competition of the Americas  
on-line semi-finals 

 
YABT is seeking volunteers among its partners and national coordinators to be judges of the Semi-final 
online phase of TIC Americas 2008. All participating teams will present their business plans to be judged 
online. Approximately thirty teams will be selected to enter the finals, which will be held in Colombia in May 
2008. 
  

For more information contact: Valerie Lorena: vlorena@oas.org / +1 (202) 458 6442 

TIC Americas Finals will be held on May 29 - 30, 2008 in Medellin Colombia. An announcement 
of Finalists will be published on May 1st, 2008 at YABT website www.ybiz.net.  
 

For more information about TIC Americas visit www.ticamericas.net or contact: 
Yeruti Mendez ymendez@oas.org / +1 (202) 458 3512 
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Information Session about TIC Americas 2008          
in Colombia 

With great success finished the Information Session about the Talent 
and Innovation Competition of the Americas 2008 that the YABT 
alongside with Servicio Nacional de Aprendizaje (SENA) of Colombia 
organized, thanks to the growing interest and support from Colombian 
universities. 
  
More than 250 people attended this activity which took place in 
Technoparque facilities, in Bogota city. The main objective of this 
session was to promote and encourage young entrepreneurs to get 
involved in this competition and to take advantage of this great 
opportunity to boost their business plans. 
  
Significantly, thanks to logistical support by SENA, it was possible to 
include more than 20 cities in Colombia via videoconference.

YABT releases the calendar of activities for the Program: Promoting Corporate Social 
Responsibility among SMEs in the Caribbean 

CSR On Line Course: Course developed by the World Bank Institute and that has as main objective to provide the 
general concepts on CSR to participants, this course will complement the on site training that participants already 
received in the previous workshop held in Barbados. 
  
Dates: March 17 - April 18 
Target Participants: SME representatives from the 5 participating countries. 
 
National Training Workshops: 5 national workshops will be developed in 2008, 3 within the 2008-1 period and 2 
within the 2008-2 period. The training session will target a maximum group of 30 SME representatives from the 
Economic Sectors identified by UN ECLAC who will used the content developed within the project. A special work 
will be also developed for the national trainers, having a special session before and after each national workshop 
with them.    
For more information contact: Nahuel Velazquez: nvelazquez@oas.org / +1 (202) 458 3575 

Sessions for 2008 - 1:  
Guyana:  
Special Session for Local Trainers: April 22 and April 26. 
Training Session for SME representatives: April 23 – 25. 
 
Jamaica: 
Special Session for Local Trainers: May 4 and May 8. 
Training Session for SME representatives: May 5 – 7. 
 
Saint Lucia:  
Special Session for Local Trainers: June 22 and June 26. 
Training Session for SME representatives: June 23 – 25. 

Sessions for 2008 - 2: (Tentative dates) 

Trinidad and Tobago: 
Special Session for Local Trainers: Aug 3 & Aug 7  
Training Session for SME representatives: Aug 4 - 6,  

Barbados:  
Special Session for Local Trainers: Sept 14 & Sept 18. 
Training Session for SME representatives: Sept 15 –17. 
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For more information contact: Renato Paredes ybiz2@oas.org / +1 (202) 458 3107 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Business Labs Workshop in Antigua and Barbuda 
 

The OAS, the YABT and the Ministry of Youth and Sports in Antigua and Barbuda 
announce that the first national Business Labs Training of Trainers Workshop on Small 
and Medium Enterprise Development in Antigua and Barbuda will be conducted in 
Antigua and Barbuda on March 25 - 29, 2008. 
  
Business Labs help young persons develop their entrepreneurial spirit and basic skills in 
starting a small business through an initial short, intensive hands-on workshop.  The 
long-term goal is to give Governments and local organizations an effective strategy to 
help create employment opportunities for young people in their communities. 
  
YABT, the OAS Antigua and Barbuda Office and the Ministry of Youth are receiving 
applications from persons and organizations in Antigua and Barbuda that are interested 
in learning and using the Business Labs methodology.  These persons and organizations 
will become the focal points for adapting and using the methodology presented in this 
workshop in the community in Antigua and Barbuda. 

For more information, 
contact Luis Viguria at: 

lviguria@oas.org       
or Cecily Norris 

OASAntiguaandBarbu
da@oas.org 

CONSULTATIONS: 
 Youth and Transparency and CSR in the Americas 

YABT and the Summits of the Americas Secretariat of 
the OAS, cordially invite young people of the region to 
participate in the consultation: “Youth and 
Transparency”.  
  
This consultation will serve as base for the development 
of a report to be presented by a young leader at the 
Dialogue of the Civil Society with the Heads of 
Delegation within the framework of the XXXVIII General 
Assembly of the OAS to be held in Medellin, Colombia 
June 1st to 3rd, 2008. The main topic of the OAS 
General Assembly this year is “Youth and Democratic 
Values” 
  
We appreciate your support in disseminating this 
information among your network. The questionnaire is 
available on YABT´s website at www.ybiz.net. 

YABT also would like to follow up on the Corporate 
Social Responsibility in the Americas 
Consultation, currently open for responses.  
  
YABT, the Executive Secretariat for Integral 
Development (SEDI) of the OAS, the Summit of the 
Americas Secretariat of the OAS and the World Bank 
Institute Business, Competitiveness, and 
Development Team, are pleased to work together in 
this initiative in order to identify current awareness 
that exists regarding Corporate Social Responsibility 
and its impact in our daily lives and communities. 
 
We kindly ask that you disseminate this consultation 
to your network. The findings and feedback from this 
survey will help contribute to the development of 
programs and policies of this topic in the region.  
Click here to access the survey.  
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The Young Americas Business Trust and the Government of Honduras sign a cooperation 
agreement to empower the Consortium of Young Entrepreneurs of Honduras

Given the presence of the First Lady of the Republic of Honduras, Her Excellency Ziomara Castro de Zelaya, the 
Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States (OAS) Ambassador Albert Ramdin, 
Ambassador of Honduras before the OAS Denis Antoine, Chairman of the Board of Young Americas Business 
Trust (YABT) and Miss. Xiomara Zelaya, Coordinator of the Red Solidaria Juvenil Honduras (Youth Solidarity 
Network), was signed yesterday Tuesday February 19, 2008, the cooperation agreement to support the Consorcio 
de Jóvenes Emprendedores de Honduras (Consortium of Young Entrepreneurs of Honduras). 

 

The ceremony took place in the Miranda Hall of the main building 
of the Organization of American States, in Washington DC, where 
the parties agreed to cooperate with each other to drive, handle, 
develop and implement programs and activities of mutual interest 
to the youth of Honduras. 

The main goal of this alliance is to encourage the development of 
young entrepreneurs and alleviate poverty among young people 
through programs of entrepreneurship and self-development 
including training, consulting projects, exchange of information and 
experience, among others. 

The "Young Entrepreneurs" program, supported by the Consortium 
of Young Entrepreneurs, works to encourage young people to 
assume a leading role and responsibility in the positive 
transformation of the national reality of the Republic of Honduras. 

In order to promote the progress of this Solidarity Network, the 
YABT will attend the Presidency of the Republic of Honduras in 
making, designing and implementing projects, by providing a 
network of contacts throughout Latin America and the Caribbean, 
and facilitating participation in the different programs and activities 
to be carried out and that will mean some impact to the community. 

For more information contact: Rafael Pinto: rpinto@oas.org  
 +1 (202) 458 6456 
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Money Links Financial Education for Young People is a project initiated with the support of 
the Permanent Mission of Canada to the OAS. Money Links provides young people with the 
necessary financial skills to succeed in life as well as in business and is a program integrated 
into the Business Labs methodology. 
YABT was invited to participate in the Financial Inclusion workshop held February 14 and 15, 
2008 at the Department of the Treasury. The workshop, hosted by US Treasurer Anna 
Cabral, brought together representatives from four countries from the Latin America: Mexico, 
El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala to discuss initiatives on Financial Education for young 
people, unbanked people, underserved households, migrants, among others.  
The US Department of the Treasury and the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) are organizing a major International Conference on Financial 
Education in collaboration with the YABT. The conference, to take place in May, 2008 in 
Washington DC, will address Financial Literacy topics including financial education for young 
people. YABT will sponsor the web casting via the OAS website at www.oas.org.  

For more 
information, 

contact: 
 Valerie Lorena: 

vlorena@oas.org 
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Global Youth Enterprise Conference  
 

Making Cents International is excited to announce the Global Youth Enterprise 
Conference. This event will take place in Washington, DC September 15h-16th, 
2008 at the Cafritz Conference Center. Designed as a participatory learning 
event, this conference aims to support youth enterprise and entrepreneurship 
programs and policies achieve greater effectiveness around the world. It will build 
on the outcomes of the first-ever Global Youth Microenterprise Conference, which 
Making Cents International organized for 270 practitioners, policymakers, 
educators, youth, and members of the private sector from 28 countries in 
September, 2007. Making Cents is planning this year for 350 participants to share 
their promising practices, unique approaches, and groundbreaking ideas that help 
youth develop the necessary skills and opportunities to start their own businesses 
or seek quality employment.  
 
For more information, please visit: www.youthenterpriseconference.org.  

OOOttthhheeerrr   NNNeeewwwsss………   

 
The team of YABT Haiti, participated in the Haitian Conference on the United Nations 
Model, held on February 23rd and 24th 2008, in the Caribe Convention Center in 
Port-au-Prince,Haiti.  
 
On the occasion, two panels were conducted: one on the Importance of the Youth 
Employment and Entrepreneurship, and the second, on the importance of Corporate 
Social Responsibility in Sustainable Human Development. 
  
For more information, contact Rafael Pinto rpinto@oas.org +1 (202) 458 6456 
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Here’s an interesting international project for young people 
who have an entrepreneurial idea to start up. 
 
Website:  http://www.terziario.re.it/inmentor/inmentor.asp 
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The Organization of American States (OAS) grants financial assistance to citizens of Latin America and the 
Caribbean to help pay for the cost of their studies or research in the United States. Through the Rowe Fund student 
loan program, the OAS helps students and scholars, as well as scientists and exchange visitors to pursue higher 
studies or research in the United States.  These interest-free loans are granted with the understanding that upon 
completion of their studies, beneficiaries commit to repay the loan in full and return to their home countries to apply 
their knowledge and training to the economic and social advancement of the developing countries within the 
Americas.  While this loan often only covers a portion of formal two-year studies (up to $15,000), they can provide 
support for those individuals enrolled in U.S. universities for a semester exchange program, professional 
development courses, or research.   The courses must last for at least one full academic period.  Also, all studies 
and research for which the loan is granted need to be completed within a two-year period.  

 Thus far, eligible students from Latin America and the Caribbean are simply not aware of the existence of this 
program. We thank you in advance for your cooperation in spreading this information to financial aid officers, 
prospective and enrolled international students, as well as adding our website (www.oas.org/rowe) in your 
institution’s website under financial aid for foreign students.  Loan applications are usually submitted directly 
from the students to the Rowe Fund Secretariat and are reviewed year-round by the Rowe Fund Committee.  
Eligible candidates may download the application forms or may send an e-mail requesting the forms at 
rowefund@oas.org or by mail to the Organization of American States.    

      The Rowe Fund program was created in 1948 from an endowment left by Dr. Leo S. Rowe.  The original 
legacy of Dr. Rowe has grown gradually over the years thanks to capitalization and an exemplary record of 
reimbursement of loans. Over the years, the Rowe Fund has granted over 5,000 loans of totaling $24 million 
dollars to students from Latin American and the Caribbean for studies in the United States.   

 
Financial Aid Opportunity for Latin American and Caribbean scholars to 

Pursue Higher Education in the United States 
 

To find out more about YABT and its programs, visit 
www.ybiz.net 

Contact YABT at the General Secretariat of the 
Organization of American States 

1889 F Street NW – Washington, DC 20006 
Phone: (202) 458 3107 / Fax: (202) 458 3744 

e–mail: ybiz@oas.org 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


